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EDITOR'S NOTE: You may be looking for experts for coverage of Man;, Mother of Jesus,
the NBC television movie slated for broadcast from 9 to 11 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 14. The
University of Dayton, founded in 1850 and sponsored by the Society of Mary religious order,
has several sources. All sources mentioned below will preview the movie on Nov. 7. The Marian
Library- International Marian Research Institute on campus served as a research resource for
the movie, and the library sponsors the online Mary Page, found at
http:/ /www.udayton.edu/mary I.
MARY IN FILM- From the silent classic Hunchback of Notre Dame to Agnes of God,
traces of the Virgin Mary can be found in many popular films over the years. But biographical
movies about her were much more popular in the first half of the century, says an expert on
Mary and film.
The re-emergence of the Virgin Mary as a central film figure, as in NBC's Man;, Mother of
Jesus, is an indication of her re-emergence in popular culture, says Michael Duricy, researcher at
the Marian Library- International Marian Research Institute at the University of Dayton. ''Since
about 1985, Mary has been more evident as a cultural phenomenon. And, generally speaking,
film follows culture, so it's natural that Mary would be the subject of a TV movie," Duricy says.
In his studies, Duricy classifies Marian films according to style and content. The best
biograp~ical portrait of Mary so far is in Jesus of Nazareth, the 1977 TV mini-series directed by
Franco Zeffirelli, he says. The best symbolic Marian film, where a character exhibits a symbol of
I
Mary, is Agnes of God, with its plot of a virginal conception. The best episodic Marian film,
I
where a Marian sequence is contained within the film, is Nights of Cabiria by Frederico Fellini,
Duricy says.
The episodic examples are most elusive, he says. "They can be hard to locate. Somebody
has to say to me, 'Did you see Xena: Warrior Princess last week? She's pregnant and there's no
father."'
Duricy is organizing "100 Years of Mary in Film," a series of seven videos to be shown
from Feb. 17 to April 5 as part of the celebration of UD's 150th anniversary. The Marian
Library contains the world's largest collected of printed materials about Mary, the mother of
Jesus.
For media interviews, contact Michael Duricy at (937) 229-4214 or via e-mail at
duricy@data.lib.udayton.edu.
STARTING FROM SPARSE- "If you look at it, there are very few references to Mary
in the New Testament and nothing at all in the Old Testament," says the Rev. Bert Buby, S.M.,
assistant professor of religious studies at the University of Daytop. "Historical information
about Mary is very sparse."
Buby is the author of Mary of Galilee, a trilogy of books about Mary that focuses on how
Mary is portrayed in the N ew Testament, in Hebrew writings and in early Christian apocryphal
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writings. A researcher with the University's Marian Library- International Marian Research
Institute, Buby also serves as president of the Mariological Society of America.
The Gospels of Luke and John are the primary sources for information-about Mary, Buby
says, and if it wasn't for Matthew, very little would be known about her h'usband. The
apocryphal Gospel of James tells about the parents of Mary, Anna and Joachim, but the story is
considered legend and is not recognized as the authentic word of God by the Catholic Church.
The Scriptures present Mary as a pragmatic, prayerful and intelligent woman, he says.
Buby says Mary can be characterized as Jesus' "first and best disciple. She can teach us,
especially through her actions at the Annunciation- 'You will conceive in your womb and bear .
a son, and you shall name him Jesus.' Her strong response, after extensive dialogue and
questioning, was to say yes to God, 'May it be done to me according to your word.' She weighed
the situation very carefully and was very courageous."
For media interviews, contact Father Bert Buby, S.M., at (937) 229-3286 or via e-mail
at buby@checkov.hm.udayton.edu.
PORTRAYALS GETTING BETTER- The movie image of Mary during the Golden Age
of Film was far too stereotypical, too "Hollywood pink and blue" to suit one Marian expert.
"I hated to see Mary in movies," says the Rev. Johann Roten, S.M., director of the
Marian Library- International Marian Research Institute at the University of Dayton. "It's
somewhat different now, but with movies from the 1940s, at times I wasn't too keen on Mary in
film."
The 1977 television mini-series, Jesus of Nazareth, directed by Franco Zeffirelli, offers a
better portrayal, he says. "It's a little more down to earth. It can maybe entice people to think a
little bit differently about Mary."
The subject of Mary as a television movie, "is very much in tune with what is going on in
this culture· and in other culh1res in terms of Mary," Roten says. "There have been high-visibility
features on Mary in magazines like Newsweek and Life in recent years. Interest in Mary always
comes back and always comes back strongly. I'm not surprised that there is a film to take
advantage of that."
For media interviews, contact Father Johann Roten, S.M., at (937) 229-4214 or via email at roten@data.lib.udayton.edu.
SUPPORT AND AFFIRM- Viewers who appreciate television programming that is
wholesome, interesting and entertaining should take the time to let networks and local
broadcasters know, says Sister Fran Trampiets, S.C., assistant director of the Institute for
Pastoral Initiatives at the University of Dayton and a media literacy expert.
"We need to take more personal responsibility for our media environment," Trampiets
savs. "We need to be more selective and reflective about what we watch on television, and w e
sh-o uld give the television industry feedback. Keep a stack of postcards next to your TV, and if
you see something that is good or something that is objectionable, write to the network and the
local affiliate. It will be taken seriously by both places as they get relatively so little feedback. "
For media interviews, contact Sister Fran Trampiets, S.C., at (937) 229-3160 or via email at trampiet@trinity.udayton.edu.
BONUS- Dec. 8 marks the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, often erroneously
assumed to refer to Jesus' conception. The Immaculate Conception is a Marian holy day, a
recognition by the Catholic Church that Mary, the future mother of Jesus, was conceived free of
original sin.

